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Aims and objectives of presentation

To introduce a study of the evolution of an
embedded ontology, which is in everyday use

To present preliminary findings from an
investigation of the development of the thesaurus

To highlight areas that need special attention or
more research



Methods



desk-based research



structured interviews



Background



Royal Commission on
Historical Monuments of

England



paper-based lists of historic
(listed) buildings



English Heritage



computerised list and index



The thesauri







Supported relationships

equivalence

hierarchical

associative











6,500 terms in monument
types thesaurus



Applications



in-house databases



External software used by third parties



two user scenarios



“… The process... should be, and it's
not necessarily ... that [candidate
terms] go to a peer group, who will sit
down and review the possible …
candidate terms for inclusion.”



“… Myself and CB … the two main thesaurus
editors … we'll talk between ourselves and
we'll … look at precedents that are already in
the thesauri and we'll do a bit of research
looking at the OED or look up terms in the
library to see whether the term is justified,
whether it's in common usage.”



“I mean we even use Google now … if you
get back enough hits you think that's a
justifiable term because it's obviously being
used out there, particularly if a lot of the hits
are coming back from archaelological sites
or architectural websites.”



Current and future
development



multi-lingual thesaurus

a terminological standard for national policies dealing with
architectural and archaeological heritage
ontological structure (rather than lexical)

HEREIN project



Points to ponder
ontology development always starts from some previous position,
which can rarely be ignored

ontologies invariably get “messy”

ontologies seem to work best when the use has a choice of how
much she wishes to incorporate the terms


