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The urban regeneration in EU
Cohesion Policies

The European Union (EU) Community Strategic
Guidelines 2007-2013 pay particular attention to

specific needs of certain zones, such as urban and
rural areas.

The guidelines encourage an “integrated approach” to
Cohesion Policy so that it encourages not only
growth and jobs, but also pursues social and

environmental objectives.
The success of the URBAN Community Initiative  is in

no small measure due to the integrated approach.
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The urban regeneration in EU
Cohesion Policies

URBAN has targetted social and economic cohesion in
parallel, removing barriers to employability and

investment at the same time as promoting social and
environmental goals.

The mobilisation of a broad range of partners with
different skills has underpinned this approach.

The next EU urban regeneration policies try to confirm
these success with new policies oriented to

regeneration of deprived urban areas, such for
example the JESSICA
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Why an ontology for urban
regeneration?

In this context ontologies could play a significant role
in developing and managing these new policies:

1. strengthening integration, shared vision and
knowledge of the urban regeneration problems

between multiple agents with different backgrounds
2. offering an instrument capable to show concepts,

their shared definitions and relations between
them, in a multilingual tool, in this European union

matter.
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Possible uses/user

Nowadays, in the institutional offices dedicated to the
management of these regeneration policies at all

level, EU, regions, municipalities, the
understanding of different interpretation of the

same words made by an architect, a planner, an
ecologist, an economist, is really difficult because

the discipline approaches are quite different.
Urban regeneration could means different things in

different disciplines.
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Possible uses/user

Ontologies could be a useful tool for ordering, integrate
and making transparent all these meanings of the

policy.
It appears particularly useful in such European context,

where the coherence of different actions in the
same field is often difficult to find from the

European level to the municipal one.
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An example of ontologies for Urban
Regeneration



Alcalà de Henares - Madrid - 15
may 2007

An example of ontologies for Urban
Regeneration
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