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Draft Minutes of COST Action C21 Meeting
Urban Ontologies for an improved communication
in urban civil engineering projects
Torino, 19 of October 2007

Participants

Jacques Teller, Claudine Métral, Guri Krigsvoll, Stefan Trausan-Matu, Anne-
Francoise Cutting Decelle, Giovanni Rabino, Kostas Karatzas, Gilles Falquet, Chris
Tweed, John Lee, Anssi Joutsiniemi, Chantal Berdier, Catherine Roussey, Sylvie
Calabretto, Javier Nogueras Iso, Francesco Rotondo, Miguel Angel Bernab¢, Jarmo
Laitinen, Bernard Cornelis, Eduardo Camacho Hubner, Giuseppe Las Casas.

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING
Debriefing of the wor kshop

It is estimated that the workshop had a good internal/external mix. Presentations could
have been more practical and it would have been good to have more contributions
from or focused on practitioners. The presentation from English Heritage was very
interesting in this perspective. More presentations of this type should be considered
for next workshop: people targeted for their known experience with practice.

The organisation was excellent, very smooth.

The group has some difficulty in communicating with external world about
ontologies, distinguishing these from database schemas etc. The Action should
propose some kind of overview for people who are not strictly informatics-based.
Different applications in e.g. KE, data exchange, etc. are not always clear.

Members of C21 made better connection between issues of ontologies and urban
issues. Externals tended to be one or the other but no clear connection. Maybe next
workshop should have one or two sessions exclusively from C21 to highlight how we
have come to a progressive understanding of the issues.

It is further suggested that C21 members should be supported to go to conferences
elsewhere to disseminate results and outcomes of the action to a wider community.
C21 has contacts with other actions, has been invited to C356, etc. Synergies between
COST action is much desired by the COST Office and Action C21 has potential for
integrating outcomes of other actions in related fields. These kinds of contacts will
have to be taken on by more people than just J Teller. When presentations of C21-
related work are made elsewhere, they should be reported to Jacques. (Chris and Guri
are working on C23/C25 workshops)
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COST office strategic workshops: risk, and environment/transport. It is suggested to
make a presentation of the Action at one of these workshops.

What should be theme for final w/s? Should be one more small w/s on multilingual
issues (comparable to w/s in Madrid).. The final conference in April 09 should be a
major event, have an open call and try to attract more practitioners and wider
participation.

Evaluation of papers for publication in CEUS

The group to evaluate papers for publication is constituted by Catherine Roussey,
Giovanni Rabino, John Lee, Chris Tweed and Jacques Teller.

The selection must be made on basis of scope of Journal. The selection of 5 best
papers should be completed by end of next week. Note that presentations might be
more complete than paper and suggest that revised version should be sought.

Report from Pekha Lahti (rapporteur of the Action)

Pekka Lahti suggests that the Action should involve more young researchers perhaps
by use of STSMs. The group further needs to move from theory to practice and
emphasise usefulness of outcomes. Finally there is a need to demonstrate the
applicability of ontologies to multilingual issues. It is suggested to concentrate on one
specific topic and try to develop it in various langages (urban sprawl or urban renewal
for instance).

A multilingual case study would be good, but it is difficult to find a common case
study that everyone can contribute to. Legal/regulatory issues cause problems for
cross-language work.

View from COST office

Chantale has been setting up new mechanisms for administrative management of the
Action with Thierry Goger. There are still problems with DBs. It may not be fully
operational until Spring or so.

Reporting

Annual report should be submitted in August. Another one due in Dec. send to JT any
info on publications that relate to the Action.

Requests for new members
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There is one request for new member: Simon Lannon from Cardiff University
interested in joining WG1. He has experience and some relevant current projects, e.g.
one modelling sustainable village of the future.

The whole Italian participation needs to be reorganised to make it more active. A
proposal will be sent by Giovanni and Giuseppe in November to Jacques Teller.

Guri Krigsvoll wants to be included as a member of both WGs1 & 3. JT will circulate
up to date list of WG memberships.

Non-COST participations.

The Cost C21 Action maintains regular contacts with two groups in USA; contact
with Latin American groups working in sustainable areas.

Update of Coordinates

Chris Tweed now works in Cardiff. His new email address is tweedac@Cardiff.ac.uk.
Cod Website

Software page on website needs to be updated in order to include all software
developed in the project.

L ong-term planning

Long term planning should be done by WG groups aduring WG meetings in
December. The book in 3 volumes is the most important outcome of the Action.
Should get first outline of this with chapters and authors by end of Dec, with 1-page
abstracts of chapters. So by April 08 we should be able to collect individual chapters
and identify missing elements. In Dec 08 all contributions collected and
integration/revision started. Early 09, final form of book clear and funding can be
applied for (budget from COST for publication production). Contributions from
outside C21 are allowed.

A first outline of the book is attached to the minutes of the meeting.
Time/place of next meetings

Next MC meeting in Oslo in April (now 20-21 April), then Zaragoza, October 20-21
2008.
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